
                     
                         Beccles Society Annual General Meeting
                         Minutes of the Meeting Held 11  th   April 2018  
                               at Hungate Methodist Church at 7.00 pm

1. The Chairman, Paul Fletcher, welcomed the President, Martin Bell OBE, 
and members  to the meeting. There were approximately 30 attendees in all.

2. Apologies had been received from Mr & Mrs Graham Jenkins, Mr & Mrs 
Brian Sabberton, Mr Chris Scott, Mrs Julie Urry .

3. The notes of the previous AGM held on 12th April 2017 were approved and 
signed.

4. The Treasurer’s Report had been prepared by Jeff Harris who had taken 
over from Julie Urry in June 2017. It was noted that Beccles Society had 
made a loss of £1190.70 during the past financial year and this would be 
unsustainable if repeated in future years. There were no questions and the 
report was accepted in its entirety.

5. Paul Fletcher had circulated the Chairman’s report which was accepted 
after some discussion in relation to the future circulation of the Newsletter. 
The Executive Committee will pursue several avenues in respect of making 
information available to those people who are unable to access the internet.
 Paul Fletcher also indicated that as a result of the current deficit, in future 
financial years we would not be able to make donations to any organisation, 
however worthwhile their cause might be. The only exception to this rule will 
be in connection with the Peter Clarke Memorial Prize, together with other 
similar awards. We will also have to monitor very carefully all future items of 
proposed expenditure.
  
6. Nomination for election of officers.

Paul Fletcher agreed to continue as Chairman and John Sayer had agreed to 
continue as Vice Chairman. These were supported by Andrea Downes and 
seconded by Alan Ayers.
Other posts on the committee will remain as they stand, this was proposed by
John Frith and seconded by Barry Darch. It was agreed by the attendees that 
the rest of the Committee Members will remain as set out in the Agenda. 
There were no nominations for the positions of Honorary Secretary, 
Membership Secretary or Newsletter Editor.
Anne Frith proposed a vote of thanks to Paul Fletcher for his work on behalf 
of Beccles Society.



The List of Officers now reads as follows:-

Paul Fletcher                                 Chairman
John Sayer                                    Vice Chairman
Vacant                                           Honorary Secretary
Jeff Harris                                      Treasurer
Jennifer Fletcher                           Minutes Secretary               
Vacant                                           Membership Secretary
Richard Bellefontaine}
Andrea Downes}
David Lindley}                               Committee Members
Julia Harris}
Terry Goodwin}
Chris Scott}

The membership of the Planning Group will be Bob Aris and Richard 
Bellefontaine, reporting to Paul Fletcher on controversial issues.

The business part of the meeting was closed and there was a break for 
refreshments.

Our speaker for the evening was Robert Tilney whose family has owned the 
gunsmiths in Beccles since 1860. He is also a regular contributor to the 
Antiques Roadshow as an expert in firearms and militaria.
His talk was amusing and informative giving us plenty of insights and 
anecdotes of what goes on “behind the scenes” before the show is televised. 
He has been appearing on the show since 2007.

After questions from the floor, John Sayer gave a vote of thanks to Robert 
Tilney for his very informative and entertaining talk, and the meeting was 
closed by Paul Fletcher with the date of 10th April being notified for the 
2019  AGM. 


